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ARE WE TRULY EQUALS? 

I n today's Gospel, we find an image of Jesus which seems 
uncharacteris6cally harsh. He compares a distressed for-

eigner to a "dog" and seems to refuse the help she begs. 
Yet nothing Jesus does is without reason, and the lesson he 
teaches here is directed at the a:tudes of Jews and Jewish 
Chris6ans—and at us too. St Ma hew writes his Gospel to 
the early Jewish converts, who have carried with them 
many of their prejudices of old. The woman in the story 
represents all those whom the Jews had tended to look 
down upon. Those of other cultures were considered 
"dogs" and treated accordingly. So here, Jesus uses lan-
guage which will come as no surprise to his Jewish follow-
ers. The surprise is what follows: he allows his argument to 
be defeated by this poor foreigner. This is a rare thing in-
deed in the Gospels, where so many learned Pharisees have 
failed to overcome him in the past. But Jesus does not let 
himself be swayed by the argument of his disciples, who 
say: "Give her what she wants so she will go away," for that 

would be a response without love. The reason that counts, 
the one which brings Jesus’ response, is that the woman 
shows Faith—she proves that she is in the right.  

Similarly for St Ma hew's audience, they must not merely 
tolerate the Gen6le converts—they must love them as 
equals. As Isaiah says in our first Reading: "My house will be 
called a house of prayer for all the peoples." Yet s6ll the 
bigotry had gone on centuries a�er his 6me. And so today, 
what does it take for us to love someone as our equal?  

In our 6me and in our neighbourhood, besides the wonder-
ful richness of our own diverse parish community in which 
so many races and cultures come together with true equali-
ty and a shared belief in Christ, we are surrounded also by 
others with different beliefs and different moral values 
from our own, many of whom sincerely pursue their faith in 
God and their devo6on to his service in different ways. Are 
we ready to see past the small minority who would preach 
hatred and terrorism, and those who would condemn our 
Chris6an belief without knowledge or understanding it? Are 
we ready to accept and love them as children of the one 
true God who made us and who loves us all, uncondi6onal-
ly? “Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.” And when we have forgiven and been 
forgiven, then may we love our neighbour truly as our-
selves, and as equals.  

THANK YOU 
The Ruddle family, at St Ma hew’s, have played a huge 
role in the life of our parish over many years and sadly, this 
week, we must bid them farewell as they move home to 
Ireland. A great musician, Mark has enhanced our music 
with the Irish Flute at both churches and, with his band 
Cel6c Vibes, has provided the entertainment at many of 
our Irish Night celebra6ons. Other members of the family 
too have played in our instrumental groups and the twins 
have been wonderfully faithful and reliable Altar Servers 
and Readers. They will all be sadly missed as we pray for 
them and wish them well for the future. Our loss will cer-
tainly be another parish’s gain. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

READERS THIS WEEKEND 
6.30pm:   Lucy-Jo, Moya 
9.00am:  Please log in or see list in church 
10.30am:  Jaine, Alvin* 
  * Please see separate entry re error last week 

OFFERTORY 
Collec,on:  12th/13th August: Please see printed version 

RETIRING COLLECTIONS 
No re6ring collec6on this week or next 

• New to the parish? 
• Know someone who is sick or in hospital? 
• Like a visit from the priest? 
• Think the parish may be able to help you, or you us, in any way? 
 Please speak to Fr Mar6n, a�er Mass or at any convenient 6me 

Please keep the following kindly in your prayers: 

The sick: Daniel, Sheila, Mark, Kevin, Fred, Joan, Sr 
Moira, John, James, Jim, Sheila, Sheila, Alex, Mi-
chael, Martin, Joanne, Aidan, Desmond, Eamon, 
John, Stefa, Joan, Janice, Bill, Monica, Ann, Mal-
colm, Harvey, Claire, Louise and baby Maisy, Lewis 
(13 yrs. old), Caitlin (age 12), Loren (age 18), Ma-
rie, Paddy, John, Martin, Kenneth, Vera, Lilly, Den-
nis and Gerald, May, Louise, Peggy, Matthew, Eve-
lyn, Margaret, Anthony, Debbie, Pam, Mary, Peter, 
Theresa, Sylvia, Joseph, Martin, Ishrat, Elaine, Ma-
vis, Maureen, Johnny, Robin and Steven, Sr Al-
phonsus, Bernard, Vera, Jack and Joan, Kevin.  

Lately Dead: Kevin Durkin, Sr Patricia Dee, Billy 
Richardson, Frances Ellis, John Leonard, Doris, Ce-
lia Jackson. 

Anniversaries: Fr Michael Ryan, Cecil Ruddle, Jose-
phine Delaney, Harold Yates, Emily Slater, Jessie 
Wilde, James Croft, Edward Kelly, Paddy Ward, 
Christopher and Agnes Murray, Thomas Roddy, 
Thomas Stanley Dickinson, Marie Payne. 

Remembrance: Margaret, Patrick and Peter Keigh-
er, Annie and Alan McDonald, Winifred Wilcock, 
Edna Smith, Patrick Cromey, Kaitleen White, Agnes 
and Charles Geeney. 

We also pray: for world peace, in thanksgiving, for 
Bishop John and the restructuring of our diocese, 
for the housebound and those in hospital, nursing 
and residential homes, and for a number of special 
intentions. 



PARISH CONTACT DETAILS 
Parish Priest:  Fr Mar6n A Collins GTCL    
 Telephone: 0161 789 4424 
 Mobile:  07502 633383 
 Email:     frmar6n@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the parish website. 

Parish Secretary:  Mr Paul Boardman 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Mon & Wed, 10am-4pm) 
 Email:     secretary@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 
   or via contact form on the website. 

Parish Website: www.ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Parish Sister:   Sr Jenny (Franciscan Missionary of St Joseph) 
 Telephone:  0161 789 4424 (Wednesday 10am-4pm) 
   0161 707 9537 all other 6mes 
 Email:     srjenny@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Community Hall:  All enquiries to Mrs Anne Benyon 
 Telephone:  07580 571839 

SRCDT Registered Charity No 250037 
www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
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MASS TIMES 
Saturday (Vigil Mass):  6.30pm at Holy Cross 

Sunday Morning:   9.00am at St Ma hew’s 
    10.30am at Holy Cross 

(Sorry, no Children's Liturgy over the summer) 
Tea and Coffee at St Matthew’s only, this week 

Weekdays:   See Weekday Calendar below 

Holydays:    11.00am at Holy Cross 
    7.00pm at St Ma hew’s 

Holy Cross RC Church   St Ma8hew’s RC Church 
Liverpool Road    Worsley Road 
Patricro�     Winton 
Eccles      Eccles 
M30 8QD     M30 8BL 

Parish Safeguarding Rep:   Sharon Devlin 
            Email:    sharon@ourparishcommunity.co.uk 

Schools: 
Holy Cross and All Saints:   0161 789 4386 
St Gilbert’s:     0161 789 5035 
St Patrick’s High School:   0161 921 2300  

WEEKDAY CALENDAR (Week beginning Monday 21st August) 

Monday:   12 noon Funeral Mass at Holy Cross for the late Kevin John Durkin. May he rest in peace. 
                  Please keep Kevin and his family in your prayers  

Tuesday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma8hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass  

Wednesday:   8.45am Exposi,on of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross followed by 9.15am Mass  

Thursday:   9.00am Morning Prayer at St Ma8hew’s followed by 9.15am Mass  

Friday:   6.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at Holy Cross  followed by 7pm Mass and Divine Mercy 

Saturday (daytime):11.00am Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at St Matthew’s followed by 12 noon Mass and Novena

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Friday: 6.30-6.50pm at Holy Cross 

Saturday:  11.00am-11.50am at St Ma hew’s 
and 6.00pm-6.20pm at Holy Cross 

(or at any reasonable time on request) 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS AND FUNERALS 
by arrangement 

At least 6 months' notice is required for weddings, and 
a time of preparation is also required before Baptisms. 

Please speak to Fr Martin or Sr Jenny after Mass 

Fr SOPHRONIUS VISITING THIS WEEKEND 
Today we welcome Fr Sophronius Ssajabi from Uganda 
at all our Masses. He is most grateful for your prayers 
and for the financial support you give him via the boxes 
at the back of both churches. The money is used to as-
sist in the running of his “LEO Ini6a6ve”—named a�er 
the great champion of educa6on and forma6on of na-
6ve clergy in the mission lands, Pope Leo XIII. LEO is 
also an acronym for “Ladder to Educa6on for Or-
phans,” and your generosity helps to fund school fees, 
uniforms, school materials etc, in a country which does 
not offer free educa6on and where orphans are espe-
cially disadvantaged. There will be the opportunity to 
speak with Fr Sophronius a�er Mass.

As we acknowledge the huge contribu6on Anne Ben-
yon has made to the parish with her dedicated and effi-
cient running of the Community Hall for so many years, 
her forthcoming re6rement means we must now find a 
way to con6nue and develop all that she has achieved. 
Following advice from the Diocese, we are adver6sing 
for a part-,me posi,on of Caretaker—8 hours (£60) 
per week. A full job descrip6on and diocesan applica-
6on form (in the name of SDC Trading Ltd—the organi-
sa6on which oversees the running of all parish centres 
and clubs in Salford Diocese) can be obtained from the 
parish website, or in print from the parish office. Appli-
ca,ons must be returned to the office by Friday Sep-
tember 8th 2017. 

PARISH DAY OF RECOLLECTION 
Our annual Day of Recollec6on for 2017 is coming up 
on Tuesday 10th October, from 10.30am un6l 2.30pm 
at Holy Cross, and will be led by Sister Teresa Bri ain. It 
will take as it’s theme “Embracing Change,” with refer-
ence to the Bishop’s prayer: “Stay with us, Lord on our 
journey.” The cost will be £5 to cover expenses, and 
lunch will be included. Please sign up on the list at the 
back of church if you would like to come along. 
(Members of other parishes are, of course, welcome to 
join us for this day, which promises to be a wonderful 
opportunity for prayer and spiritual renewal). 

MIX-UP WITH READERS’ LISTING LAST WEEK 
There was an error in last week’s newsle er lis6ng 
readers for the 10.30am. My apologies for the incon-
venience this caused. Fr Mar6n. 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
Classes will begin in October for any adult wishing to 
be bap6sed of received into the Church. If you wish to 
join these classes from October, please speak to Fr 
Mar6n.

PARISH CHRISTMAS DINNER 

The Parish Christmas Dinner at Boysnope Golf Club is 
arranged for Tuesday 5th December. The cost will be 
£16.00 inclusive of so� drinks on the tables, plus staff 
gratui6es. Please see poster/list at the back of Church. 
Any queries please contact Veronica via the church.


